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During the academic year 2018-2019 teachers at St. Andrew’s 

Church of England Primary School worked together to 

develop a series of workshops, leaflets and online support for 

parents to enhance parental –engagement and –

involvement in mathematics.  

 

For many years social science research has established that 

significant parental –engagement and –involvement are 

associated with higher academic outcomes among children 

(Epstein and Becker 1982; Hoover-Dempsey and Sandler 1997; 

Jeynes 2018). At St. Andrew’s we are aware of the benefits of 

parental –engagement and –involvement however after 

listening to staff feedback we found that there was a lack of 

clear guidance and support on the best ways to engage 

parents in order to enhance children’s learning experiences. 

In the article, A practical model for school leaders to 

encourage parental involvement and parental engagement, 

Jeynes states that student success cannot be maximised 

solely on the support of their teachers and leaders. Both 

parents and schools must work in partnership in order to help 

maximise children’s achievements. (Jeynes 2018). Therefore as 

a staff body we set out to critically review how we work with 

parents, how we can provide strategies to support learning at 

home and how we can provide sustained and intensive 

support when necessary (Education Endowment Foundation, 

2018).  

 

 

 To critically review how effectively St. Andrew’s Church 

of England Primary School works with parents 

 To run maths skills workshops for parents 

 To establish regular maths workshops during school 

time for parents and children  

 To create a resource bank for parents to access on our 

website 

At the beginning of the academic 

year in 2018, we held a staff training session to critically review 

our engagement with parents and mathematics. As teachers 

we agreed that although we regularly have personal 

conversations with parents regarding their child’s progress and 

ways to support their learning at home; we found that there was 

a common theme in most parents’ queries. The majority of 

parents were concerned with how we teach calculation 

methods to the children so that they are able to use the same 

strategies at home. Due to the demographic of our school, to 

some degree we ‘assumed’ parents would know how to 

support their children at home. However after listening to 

teacher’s feedback from their parents, it was clear we needed 

to offer calculation support across both Key Stages and the 

Foundation stage. Therefore each Key Stage developed and 

delivered a series of parent workshops to parents after school...  
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As a result of advertising, we had a high proportion of 

parents attend our parent maths skills workshops and parent and child 

workshops. 100% of our Foundation class parents attended the maths 

skills workshop earlier in the year. Each class has delivered either a 

stand-alone workshop; a series of workshops throughout the year; 

shared a calculation guide on their class webpage or developed 

interactive videos for YouTube for the children to watch when 

completing out of class maths activities.  

  

 Bring forward parent workshops to the Autumn Term (Year 2 and 

Year 6) 

 Continue to add ‘ways to support your child at home’ on the 

weekly newsletter 

 Raise the profile of our videos on YouTube more by providing 

others which show how to carry out other calculation methods 

which children find hard e.g. long multiplication, adding 

fractions with different denominators.  

  

‘Working through it in school with my 

parents first helped my parents with 

supporting me at home...’ (Year 5 

child, February 2019) 

‘The parents and children needed to be shown these videos much 

earlier in the academic year. We made them part way through 

the spring term, but it would have been more helpful to have them 

available in the autumn when the topic was introduced in class.’ 

Mrs Shillabeer (June 2019) 

 

 

... These workshops were delivered to parents using a step-by-step 

framework. They guided the parents through the different calculation 

methods we teach the children in school. After the series of workshops, 

we welcomed parents into school to support their children during 

maths lessons. This gave parents the opportunity to build on the 

knowledge they had gained during the workshops and it also gave 

teachers the chance to support those parents who were not as 

confident when working with their children.  

Foundation Parent Workshops (2018-2019) 

‘By providing a small but constant 

amount of learning [at home] my 

daughter doesn’t feel daunted or put 

off and her confidence had grown 

and grown’. (Andy Coulson, May 

2019) 

 


